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I was diagnosed with breast cancer at 22—just three weeks before I was to graduate 

from Georgia Tech.  I celebrated graduation by spending my summer undergoing six 

rounds of chemotherapy, followed by a mastectomy and reconstructive surgery.  I 

had to become an adult faster that I expected.  Not only did I have to learn to take 

care of myself, I had to pay for all of my medical bills, all while starting my first 

“big girl” job.  It was a long process, filled with pain and heartache and tears.  It 

also taught me to be a strong woman, to fight.  I realized the things I valued most in 

the world, were my family, my friends and myself.  Being diagnosed with breast 

cancer at such a young age is the worst thing imaginable, but I know that now I can 

share my story and shine a light on young women with breast cancer.  It doesn't 

have to be the end of the world...it is only the beginning! 

My mother died of breast cancer when I was five years old.  To me “breast cancer” 

were two very frightening words.  It was so difficult to hear that I had breast cancer 

at age 53.  Although my son was much older and in college at the time, I certainly 

was not ready to leave him. 

Fortunately, after two surgeries and treatment, I am healthy.  My diagnosis was 

more than 10 years ago.  Because I felt fortunate to be a survivor, I have spent 

much time trying to help educate others about this disease and talking with legisla-

tors about increasing funding for research.  It is time we all work together to end 

this disease, once and for all. 
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