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On Saturday, March 21, 2015, a diverse
group of approximately 80 breast cancer
stakeholders met at Atlanta’s Loudermilk
Conference Center to explore how to
achieve the goal of knowing how to end
breast cancer by 2020. Throughout the afternoon, participants explored facts and myths
about breast cancer, discussed the major
research goals for Breast Cancer Deadline
2020® and prioritized mobilization strategies
to build support and momentum for the
Deadline.
Keynote speaker and Civil Rights luminary,
Congressman John Lewis of Atlanta shared
Participants used keypad polling to register his experiences in building a groundswell of
their views and engaged in facilitated group grassroots support and activism. Lewis rediscussions that were enhanced by fast feed- minded participants of how hard, but how
back technology. The conversation utilized a necessary, battling the status quo is in order
dialogue methodology from the National
to change the national conversation.
Institute for Civil Discourse, a non-partisan,
national organization that advances civil dis- Participants were asked to come up with
course to improve governance and public
additional ideas to bring Breast Cancer Deaddecision-making.
line 2020® to communities throughout Georgia. Strategies identified included:
 Soliciting organizational and public official endorsements.
 Creating and implementing local activist
initiatives.
 Joining the NBCC National Action Network and the GBCCF Advocacy Alert
Network.
For more information call 404.633.6499.
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Breast cancer affects not only a patient, but families, friends
and our communities. Each year we are amazed by the
brave women and men we meet through our education and
advocacy efforts. Each year we are encouraged by promising
new research that is leading us one step closer to a cure.
We have enjoyed many successes in 2015, including an ongoing dialogue with members of the Women’s Caucus in the
Georgia General Assembly; a unique and thoughtful conversation with key stakeholders about mobilization strategies
for engaging community activism surrounding Breast Cancer
Deadline 2020®; and successful meetings with Georgia’s elected officials on Capitol Hill in May.

As we look forward to 2016, we will continue to build upon the momentum we
have gained this year. We remain committed to leading quality education workshops throughout the state, and reaching out to hundreds of people, providing
them with key information on breast health, diagnosis, treatment and research.
We will also continue our important work with the Georgia General Assembly
and the US Congress to ensure that funds raised actually support programs and
services for the families who are affected, both now and in the future. With your
continued support of our efforts to educate women about the importance of a
healthy lifestyle and proper breast cancer, coupled with the education of our
elected officials, we continue to work toward eradicating this devastating disease
once and for all. Thank you for partnering with us as Georgia’s VOICE to END
Breast Cancer!
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Get Social With Us!
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Show your support and keep abreast of what is going on with the Georgia

Amy Upchurch
Executive Director

Breast Cancer Coalition Fund (GBCCF). Become our fan on Facebook, follow us
on Twitter and join us on LinkedIn— show your support, donate, link up with
other supporters and find out about current events, advocacy efforts and fundraisers in Georgia!
Facebook: Georgia Breast Cancer Coalition
Twitter: GABreastCancer
LinkedIn: Georgia Breast Cancer Coalition Fund
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Each May, GBCCF takes on Capitol Hill in Washington,

create the Commission to Accelerate the End of Breast

DC, to advocate for breast cancer research funding, push
for access to high-quality healthcare for all, and to ex-

Cancer to identify promising opportunities, tools, technology and ideas not currently being prioritized for

pand the influence of breast cancer advocates in research, health care and public policy.

breast cancer by the public and private sectors, but
which hold true promise in ending breast cancer. To

GBCCF advocate leaders,
Amy Upchurch and
Amy Hoke,
along with

date, Georgia Representatives Earln”Buddy” Carter (R1st), Sanford Bishop (D-2), Hank Johnson (D-4th), John
Lewis (D-5th), Jody Hice (R-10th) and David Scott (D13th) are the only Georgia Congressman to support this
important piece of legislation.

Thomasine
Leachman
(YWCA) and

them to co-sponsor the Accelerating the End of Breast
Cancer Act (S. 746/H.R. 1197). This legislation, first introduced in the 112th Congress, is a critical component of
NBCC’s Breast Cancer Deadline 2020® initiative to know
how to end breast cancer by January 1, 2020. It would

Do you have a passion for our
cause?
Would you like to channel your energy
and making a real difference for women, their families and our communi-

Tuesday, October 13
10 am—12 pm
Georgia State Capitol
206 Washington Street, NW
Atlanta, GA 30334
Appropriations Room, Third Floor
Sponsored by The Georgia Breast Cancer Coalition Fund, the Georgia
Women’s Legislative Caucus & Sisters By Choice, Inc. Join us as we explore
the differences between early breast cancer and metastatic breast cancer,
breast cancer resources and the impact of metastatic breast cancer on our
community. A complimentary box lunch will be served to all attendees. A
complimentary box lunch will be served. To register, please call
404.633.6499

ties? We are currently recruiting volunteers to serve on our Board of Directors. Interested candidates should possess energy, ideas and dedication to
our mission. Send a request for a selfnomination form to contact@gabcc.org.
Interested in helping with an event or
project, but not able to commit to a
Board position? Contact our office at
404.633.6499 today to request information about how you can help! No
experience necessary.
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Carol Maybank (Mammography Society of Georgia) met
with all 16 of Georgia’s elected officials on May 5, asking

JOIN GBCCF THIS FALL AS GEORGIA’S VOICE TO END BREAST CANCER
October 3, 3:30 – 9:30 pm
Atlanta Braves PINK OUT Game
Join GBCCF for the Atlanta Braves "Pink
Out" game! This day-long celebration of
survivorship honors those who have courageously battled breast cancer, and raises
awareness and funds to support research,
education and advocacy for cancer patients and their families
October 13, 10 am — 12 pm
throughout Metro Atlanta. Show your support by wearing pink Living With Breast Cancer Forum
Georgia State Capitol
and helping us "Pink Out" the ballpark.
Join GBCCF, the Georgia Women’s Legislative Caucus and Sisters By Choice, Inc. to learn about living with breast cancer meOctober 4 at 8 am
tastasis. The event will explore the differences between early
4th Annual Great Gwinnett
breast cancer and metastatic breast cancer, breast cancer reRoad Run
sources and the impact of metastatic breast cancer on our
Mall of Georgia
community. Registration is required. Space is limited. A box
Dust of those running shoes and
lunch will be served to all attendees. 206 Washington St., NW,
get off the couch for a 5K beneAtlanta, 30334, Appropriations Room, 3rd Floor. To register
fiting GBCCF at the Mall of
call (404) 633-6499 or visit http://ow.ly/SV1RL.
Georgia! Trophies to top overall
male and female winners as
well as Masters winners for
male and female. Medals given to top three in male and female October 29, 6-8 pm
5 year increment age groups from 10 and under to 70 and up. Blue Divine Pampering
https://www.fundracers.org/EventL.aspx?evtkey=_2f38692097 Event
You're invited to pamper
yourself...Please join Patti
October 5, 11 am – 1:45 pm
Dickey, Sara Hanna, Toni Moceri and the team from Blue Divine
Pink Ribbons
for a ladies night in support of the Georgia Breast Cancer CoaliRitz-Carlton Buckhead
Celebrating its 20th year, tion Fund. Enjoy cocktails and hors d'oeuvres as well as a mini
the Pink Ribbons Lunch- service of your choice, courtesy of Blue Divine. Your pampering
choices include mini Venus Freeze eye and lip treatments, mini
eon & Fashion Show is
hand exfoliation, teeth whitening and chair massages. Blue
sponsored by Belk and
Georgia Plastic Surgery, Divine will also have nicely discounted service offers available
P.C. and features breast this evening only with a percent of sales benefiting GBCCF. Suggested donation of $50 at the door. Kindly RSVP to
cancer survivor models
from the area. Pink Rib- Kalen@bluedivine.com by October 28th. Blue Divine, 107 West
Paces Ferry Road NW, Atlanta 30305. For more information,
bons was developed by
Sheldon Lincenberg, M.D., of Georgia Plastic Surgery. Since its please call 404.467.4232
inception, the event has raised more than $1 million for local
organizations dedicated to the fight against breast cancer. Ben- October 21, 5-7 pm & November 2, 12-1 pm
eficiaries include the Georgia Breast Cancer Coalition Fund and Faces of Breast Cancer at the Clayton County Library System
the Metro Atlanta Breast Cancer Angel Fund of the Eric R. Bev- Learn the basic science behind breast cancer at our unique
erly Family Foundation.
interactive workshop. To register call 404.633.6499.

Special Thanks to our Supporters
Angelo Ragin
Atlanta Broadcasters Advertising Club
Blue Divine
Crabapple Schools, LLC
Ernst Concrete
FundRacers
Georgia Racquetball Player’s Association

Georgia RUSH
Habersham Medical Center
Pfizer Pharmaceuticals
Pink Ribbons, Kidejapa
Southeast Restoration Group
Sovereign Rehabilitation of Georgia
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In September 2010,
NBCC announced Breast
Cancer Deadline 2020®, a
call to action for policymakers, researchers,
breast cancer advocates,
and other stakeholders
to know how to end
breast cancer by the end
of the decade. The Accelerating the End of Breast
Cancer Act (S. 746/H.R.
1197), introduced in both
the U.S. House of Representatives and the Senate, is a vital component of Breast Cancer Deadline 2020®
and designed to help achieve the deadline goal. While Congress has shown overwhelming bipartisan support for the
Accelerating the End of Breast Cancer Act, important members of the Georgia Congressional delegation have not yet
cosponsored. Please join GBCCF in asking our Congressman to join their colleagues in cosponsoring the legislation
and help end breast cancer once and for all. To determine
who represents you, please visit www.votesmart.org.
In order to know how to end breast cancer by January 1,
2020, we must all work together. By taking this important
step, you can help bring us closer to this goal. To learn
more about Breast Cancer Deadline 2020® and other actions you can take go to www.BreastCancerDeadline.org or
call GBCCF at 404.633.6499. Thank you for joining us as
Georgia’s VOICE to END Breast Cancer!
GEORGIA’S
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD OF SUPPORT FOR THE
ACCELERATING THE END OF BREAST CANCER ACT
Earl “Buddy” Carter (R-District 1)
Sanford D. Bishop (D-District 2)
Henry “Hank” C. Johnson (D-District 4)
John Lewis (D-District 5)
Jody Hice (R-District 10)
David A. Scott (D-District 13)
THANK THESE LEGISLATORS TODAY
FOR SUPPORTING THE
ACCELERATING THE END OF BREAST CANCER ACT!
Together, We ARE Georgia’s VOICE to END Breast
Cancer Once and For ALL!

Are We Doing Enough?
By Fran Visco
President of the National Breast Cancer Coalition
This past March, we brought Georgia together to answer this
important question: Isn’t it time we stop losing the women
and men we love to breast cancer?
The question is rhetorical, and the answer, at least on the
surface, is easy. Yes. Yes, it is time we stop losing the women
and men we love. In fact, after years of extensive awareness
campaigns and billions of dollars in research funds, it is past
time. Scientists, researchers, advocates, patients and survivors all agree. The real question, the question that demands
a real answer, is how do we stop the women and men we
love from dying from this disease?
In 1987, the year I was diagnosed, nearly 120 women in the
U.S. died every day from breast cancer. Today, more than 25
years later, that number is 110. With all of the money and
effort that is poured into research and awareness year after
year, the continued loss of life is unacceptable. It is time for a
different
strategy.
Nearly 110 women in

the U.S. die from breast
The National
Breast Cancancer every day.
cer Coalition
set a deadline to know how to end breast cancer by January 1, 2020.
We know that the only way we can truly end this disease is to
make sure no one gets it in the first place and no one dies of
it. Since the launch of Breast Cancer Deadline 2020® in 2010,
the National Breast Cancer Coalition has moved quickly to
put a plan into action. NBCC’s Blueprint for achieving Breast
Cancer Deadline 2020® describes how we will harness and
mobilize the resources necessary to know how to end breast
cancer.
Join the National Breast Cancer Coalition and the Georgia
Breast Cancer Coalition Fund to learn how Georgia can help
create a world where no one will ever hear the words “you
have breast cancer.” Learn about the Blueprint, Breast Cancer Deadline 2020®.
The goal is achievable with the right amount of passion, leadership and funding. It will require all of us who care to play a
role in meeting the goal to find the will, the strength, and the
belief to do what it takes to achieve the end of breast cancer.
The tools, information, resources and wisdom exist to create
a global strategy to end breast cancer.

The stakes are extremely high—people are dying. Help us
save lives. Do it for yourself. Do it for your loved ones. Do it
for humanity. Do it. Will you join us?
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ABOUT BREAST CANCER DEADLINE 2020 ®

Annual Luncheon & Fashion Show Returns To Atlanta
Treasured Tradition Raises Funds for Area Breast Cancer Organizations
The Pink Ribbons Luncheon &
Fashion Show returns to Atlanta this year to kick off
breast cancer awareness
month in style. The event is
now in its 20th year. Presenting sponsors include Belk and
Georgia Plastic Surgery, P.C. Beneficiaries include the Georgia
Breast Cancer Coalition Fund and the Metro Atlanta Breast
Cancer Angel Fund of the Eric R. Beverly Family Foundation.
“Pink Ribbons is truly an Atlanta tradition. The support we
receive through this wonderful event enables our organization
to continue its important work in education and advocacy
throughout the state,” said GBCCF Co-founder and Board VicePresident of Advocacy, Ruth Eldredge.
Pink Ribbons was developed by Sheldon Lincenberg, M.D., of
Georgia Plastic Surgery, and was created especially for patients
having breast reconstruction after mastectomy, women
fighting breast cancer, and those who will encounter it in the
future. A program of Kidejapa, a 501(c)3 organization, the
fashion show features breast cancer survivor models from the
area.
Since its inception in 1994, the event has raised nearly $1 million for local organizations dedicated to the fight against
breast cancer. Brenda Wood of 11Alive News emcees the
event each year. Belk showcases fall and holiday fashions
from designers including Michael Kors, BCBG, Karen Kane,
French Connection, Vince Camuto, Trina Turk, Calvin Klein,
Anne Klein and Eileen Fisher. Additional 2015 Sponsors include
Prost Aware, Claire & Glen Jackson, Lapa Robotic Surgery,
Northside Hospital Cancer Institute, Piedmont Cancer and The
Atlantan/Modern Luxury.

GBCCF Participates in Georgia Gives Day, November 12
The Georgia Center for Nonprofits (GCN) will kick off its annual Georgia Gives Day on Thursday, November
12. This online fundraiser will benefit participating local nonprofits across the state, including GBCCF. The
mission of Georgia Gives Day is to inspire individuals to donate to participating nonprofits with the goal of
raising as much money as possible within a 24-hour period. GAgivesday.org makes donating easy and enables online donations to GBCCF by credit card or e-check. More information will be on our website, Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn pages later this month.

Breast Cancer in the News
Study Findings May Explain Known Disparities in Cancer Survival
After 60 years of no decline, breast cancer mortality decreased 35% from 1990 to
2011. The decline, however, has been very slow per year and it has declined at different rates for white and black women. A recent study at Massachusetts General Hospital Cancer Center revealed differences between the breast cancers of African American
and white women. Researchers reported in an online article in the Journal of Clinical
Oncology, that genetic characteristics of more aggressive tumors were significantly
higher in African American patients than in white patients. These differences could
contribute to the recognized difference in recurrence rate and survival, the researchers
wrote. African American patients also appeared to have a greater risk of tumor recurrence, according to the paper.
While improved diagnostic and treatment methods have reduced the overall death
rate from breast cancer, breast cancer remains second as a cause of cancer death in
women (after lung cancer). Between 1990 and 2011, the mortality rate for women of
all races combined declined 1.9% annually. For white women, breast cancer mortality
declined by 2.4% annually while for black women, mortality declined by 1.4% annually
during the same period. Currently African American women with breast cancer in the
U.S. are 40 percent more likely to die from their cancer than are white women. While
socioeconomic factors such as income, health insurance and access to health services
contribute to those disparities, they cannot explain the whole difference. It has been
recognized that the more aggressive triple-negative breast cancer occurs more frequently in African American women, but no previous study has examined racial differences in tumor genotype and how they might contribute to the risk of cancer recurrence.

"Our study adds important pieces to the puzzle of why African American women with
breast cancer are less likely to survive," says senior author Aditya Bardia, MBBS, MPH,
attending physician at the MGH Cancer Center and assistant professor of Medicine at
Harvard Medical School. "If our findings are confirmed by additional studies, they may
open doors to the development of targeted therapies against the tumor subtypes
more likely to affect African Americans and potentially help reduce racial disparities in
breast cancer."
This article written from a press release from Massachusetts General Hospital and additional statistic from the National Breast Cancer Coalition.

WARNING: The truth
about breast cancer
may surprise you.
And it should motivate you.
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Make a REAL DIFFERENCE for Georgians facing breast cancer. Support GBCCF with a tax deductible donation.
Your gift helps GBCCF continue critical work in education and advocacy. Visit www.gabcc.org to donate online or
mail your contribution today. Thank you!
All contributions are tax-deductible to the fullest extent allowable by law. Please make checks payable to Georgia Breast Cancer Coalition
Fund. Mail completed form and payment to 8014 Cumming Highway, Suite 403-118, Canton, GA 30115. Thank you for your support!

□ I would like to contribute $500

Payment Method

□ I would like to contribute $250

□ Check Enclosed

□ I would like to contribute $100

□I wish to pay by Credit card (circle one):

□ I would like to contribute $50

□ I would like to contribute $
Please accept my donation in honor or memory of:

Visa

MasterCard

Discover

American Express

Card Number
Name on Card
Expiration

PLEASE PRINT. To make an online contribution via PayPal, please visit our website www.gabcc.org.
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Billing Zip Code

