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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD OF 
SUPPORT FOR THE 

ACCELERATING THE END OF 
BREAST CANCER ACT 

 
 
Earl “Buddy” Carter (R-District 1) 
Sanford D. Bishop (D-District 2) 
Henry “Hank” C. Johnson (D-
District 4) 
John Lewis (D-District 5) 
Jody Hice (R-District 10) 
Barry Loudermilk (R-District 11) 
David A. Scott (D-District 13) 
 

THANK THESE LEGISLATORS 
TODAY FOR  THEIR SUPPORT! 

 
Together, We ARE Georgia’s 
VOICE to END Breast Cancer 

Once and For ALL! 
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 S ta yin g  Ab r ea s t  In  Ge o rgi a  

BREAST CANCER: CONGRESS MUST TAKE ACTION TO SAVE LIVES 

In the United States, it is estimated that more than 40,000 women and 440 men will die of 

breast cancer this year. Over the past few decades, this nation has invested billions of dol-

lars in breast cancer research and technology, but the statistics have not changed signifi-

cantly. We continue losing the women (and men) we love to the devastation of breast can-

cer. 

The Georgia Breast Cancer Coalition Fund (GBCCF) believes in the power of public policy 

action. A bill in Congress, the Accelerating the End of Breast Cancer Act (S.746/H.R. 1197), 

would go a long way toward ending this disease once and for all. It focuses on identifying 

strategies for the primary prevention of breast cancer and identifying methods to prevent 

breast cancer metastasis, or the spread of breast cancer to other parts of the body. Metas-

tasis is responsible for over 90% of breast cancer deaths. The bill is bipartisan, non-

controversial and will accelerate the progress already made towards ending breast cancer. 

In the House, H.R. 1197 has 273 bipartisan co-sponsors; in the Senate there are 53 cospon-

sors. That means that a majority of Congress say they want this bill to become law. It is un-

heard of to see such strong bipartisan support in today’s political climate. 

To date, seven of 14 Georgia Congressmen have co-sponsored the bill. GBCCF applauds 

Representatives John Lewis (D-5); Earl “Buddy” Carter (R-1); Sanford Bishop (D-2); Hank 

Johnson (D-4); Jody Hice (R-10); Barry Loudermilk (R-11); and David Scott (D-13) for their 

support. We do not want our daughters and granddaughters to ever face breast cancer. 

Awareness is simply not enough. We need this bill so future generations can live without 

fear of dying from the disease. We urge Congress to act. The women of this community are 

watching and we are running out of time. 

Georgia Breast Cancer Advocacy in ACTION! 

Each spring, a group of advocate 
leaders attend the National 
Breast Cancer Coalition (NBCC) 
Annual Leadership Summit and 
National Lobby Day on Capitol 
Hill. During Lobby Day, advo-
cates meet with all of Georgia’s 
Congressional offices. Pictured 
here: GBCCF Board Member, 
Linda Hensel; advocate Denise 
Harrow;  Senator Isakson’s Legis-
lative Correspondent; GBCC 
Executive Director, Amy Up-
church; and GBCC Vice Presi-
dent, Amy Hoke. 

Representative David Scott 
meets with GBCC Board Mem-
ber, Linda Hensel, to thank him 
for his support of the Acceler-
ating the End of Breast Cancer 
Act, H.R. 1197. 
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In 2016, GBCCF has continued to work toward educating our legislators as well as 
the general public about the impact of breast cancer on our community. 
 
 During the Georgia General Assembly legislative session, GBCCF advocated to 

pass the Honorable Jimmy Carter Cancer Act, prohibiting insurance companies 
offering health care plans in Georgia from forcing metastatic cancer patients to 
try or “fail first” on other drugs before being approved for other potentially life-
saving treatments. Largely due to advocacy efforts, the bill was passed. 

 Through its partnership with the NBCC, GBCCF also focused its attention on the 
Accelerating the End of Breast Cancer Act (S. 746/H.R. 1197), a bipartisan 
legislation to leverage our nation's resources to end breast cancer though 
primary prevention of the disease and the prevention of metastasis. GBCCF met 
with all of Georgia’s Congressional offices several times in the spring and 
summer to discuss the importance of the bill and its impact on Georgian 
women and families. 

 In June, through targeted advocacy efforts, the Department of Defense Breast 
Cancer Research Program was protected from budget cuts.  The federally 
funded program has resulted in the most innovative treatments for breast 
cancer and advanced the nation’s leadership in biomedical technology 
development. 

A MESSAGE FROM GBCCF LEADERSHIP  
Pink, it’s the color of the season. We are surrounded 
by pink ribbons, pink shirts, pink candies...you get 
the idea...but in the face of breast cancer, pink simp-
ly isn’t enough. It has been more than 30 years since 
the first National Breast Cancer Awareness Month  
was launched by the American Academy of Family 
Physicians and the pharmaceutical company, Astra-
Zeneca Health Care Foundation and CancerCare, Inc. 
Scientists have discovered much about the disease 
since then, but public dialogue about breast cancer 
hasn’t changed much at all. GBCCF is dedicated to 
ending breast cancer once and for all. But ending 

breast cancer cannot be done singlehandedly, by one person or one organization. 
It will take all of us to push for change. We must drive the conversation away 
from awareness and screening, to prevention and saving lives. 

So, this month, I ask you to please let the color pink remind you of where we’ve 
been and where we still need to go. Let it remind you of those we are fighting 
for, those we have lost…and those we will fight for in the future. I invite you to 
join us and take action. It's time for us to be true leaders in the fight against this 
devastating disease that claims the lives of 40,000 women and 440 men every 
year. This October and beyond, I urge you to join us: contact your legislators, 
learn how you can make a real impact, and make plans to participate in local ad-
vocacy efforts. Because TOGETHER, we are... 

Georgia’s VOICE to END breast cancer! 

 
 

Sheryl Cherico 
Georgia Breast Cancer Coalition Board President 
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Across the country, people 
run, walk, dine out, buy 
“stuff” and write checks to 
support breast cancer re-
search. All of this is great. 
But what exactly is “breast 
cancer research?” Where 
does the money go? Who 
decides which questions 
are asked? How do we 
measure success? All of 
these are incredibly im-
portant questions. If we 
really want to end breast 

cancer and save lives, it will take more than just raising and 
spending more money on research. We need a thoughtful, 
strategic approach to making certain that money is well 
spent. 

At the National Breast Cancer Coalition (NBCC), we know 
that advocates trained in the science of breast cancer, 
women and men who are outside the system of science 
and research, should lead the way. Educated advocates like 
the ones at NBCC are the only ones with no agenda other 
than to end breast cancer.  

Try to look up how many institutions around the country 
are working on breast cancer research. Or how many thou-
sands of scientists are doing that work. You can’t do it. Nor 
can we easily find out what they are doing in breast cancer. 
There is little transparency in breast cancer research, be-
yond piecing together federal funding and what infor-
mation you can find on private grants and associations. The 
federal government appropriated more than $800 million 
last year for breast cancer research. It is estimated that 
private philanthropy exceeds hundreds of millions of dol-
lars each year.  

The current world of science rewards publication and grant 
funding begets more grant funding. So the propensity of 
researchers is to do what will get published and what will 
get funded—not necessarily what will save lives because, 
unfortunately, these are not always the same thing. An 
individual scientist, or her team, at one institution most 
often is not collaborating with teams at other institutions, 
who may have a different way of approaching the same 
problem. Now, scientists will tell you of course they collab-
orate. Maybe we define it differently. We define collabora-
tion as an open exchange of ideas; sharing of tools, tech-
nology and knowledge; learning from one other and mov-
ing forward as partners to answer a big question.  

Do we know what questions are being asked? Do we know 
if those questions are important? We can know. I recently 

read a posting from a breast cancer survivor who claimed 
that a patient cannot understand science and any attempt 
to read about it was akin to hearing “zebras clumping by all 
the time.” I immediately thought about the iconic Barbie 
doll that, when you pulled the string, you heard, “Math 
class is tough.” Back in 1992, people rightfully pointed out 
how offensive this was and demeaning to women. We can 
do math. We can understand scientific articles; we can help 
decide what is important. It is offensive to suggest other-
wise. 

One of NBCC’s signature projects is to train advocates at 
Project LEAD® Institutes and Workshops in the science of 
breast cancer and on research methodology. They learn 
basic terminology, foundational concepts, and a way to 
think critically about science and gain the confidence to ask 
hard questions. LEAD graduates have gone on to analyze 
and influence the science itself. Working together with 
scientists, advocates have influenced how researchers view 
the significance of their scientific questions, how research 
designs might impact participants and why results need to 
be important endpoints and not just extend life for a week 
or two. 

In 1992, NBCC successfully advocated for unprecedented 
federal funding for breast cancer research: hundreds of 
millions of dollars for the newly-created U.S. Department 
of Defense Peer Reviewed Breast Cancer Research Pro-
gram. As part of this new program, I worked with scientists 
and program leaders to facilitate trained advocates having 
a seat at the peer review and programmatic tables. Many 
Project LEAD® graduates have since sat at those tables to 
review scientific research proposals and to set the research 
agenda. 

As part of NBCC’s Breast Cancer Deadline 2020®, we 
launched the Artemis Project®, which is our research work 
on primary prevention, or stopping women and men from 
getting breast cancer in the first place, and prevention of 
metastasis, or preventing women and men from dying of it. 
We are making progress on these two fronts in large part 
because they are advocate-led. 

Math class may be tough for many men and women. That 
does not mean it creates a barrier. Science can be accessi-
ble to all of us—it’s not just for scientists—and it certainly 
can sound clearer than zebras clumping. Advocates can 
understand the science of breast cancer and help deter-
mine what research questions should be answered. We’ve 
made progress in getting more trained advocates to the 
research table. Now we need to put more advocates in 
charge of setting the breast cancer research agenda. Advo-
cates who answer to no one, to no institution or industry, 
only to their desire to end this disease. 

Put Advocates in Charge of the Breast Cancer Research Agenda 
By Fran Visco, President of the National Breast Cancer Coalition 

http://report.nih.gov/categorical_spending.aspx
http://cdmrp.army.mil/pubs/press/2015/15bcrppreann.shtml
http://breastcancerconsortium.net/resources/beyond-awareness-workbook/background/research-dollars/
http://breastcancerconsortium.net/resources/beyond-awareness-workbook/background/research-dollars/
http://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2015/08/21/what-does-the-latest-news-about-breast-cancer-mean/how-i-came-to-peace-with-the-cancer-confusion
http://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2015/08/21/what-does-the-latest-news-about-breast-cancer-mean/how-i-came-to-peace-with-the-cancer-confusion
http://www.nytimes.com/1992/10/21/business/company-news-mattel-says-it-erred-teen-talk-barbie-turns-silent-on-math.html
http://www.nytimes.com/1992/10/21/business/company-news-mattel-says-it-erred-teen-talk-barbie-turns-silent-on-math.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/fran-visco/the-artemis-project-an-in_b_8411600.html
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Make a REAL DIFFERENCE for Georgians facing breast cancer. Support GBCCF with a tax deductible donation.  

Your gift helps GBCCF continue critical work in education and advocacy.  Visit www.gabcc.org to donate online or 

mail your contribution today.  Thank you! 

All contributions are tax-deductible to the fullest extent allowable by law. Please make checks payable to Georgia Breast Cancer Coalition 
Fund.  Mail completed form and payment to 8014 Cumming Highway, Suite 403-118, Canton, GA 30115.  Thank you for your support! 

PLEASE PRINT.  To make an online contribution via Pay-

Pal, please visit our website www.gabcc.org. 

□ I would like to contribute $500 

 

□ I would like to contribute $250 

 

□ I would like to contribute $100 

 

□ I would like to contribute $50 

 

□ I would like to contribute $ 

 
Please accept my donation in honor or memory of:  

 

 

 

Payment Method 

□ Check Enclosed 

□ I wish to pay by Credit card (circle one): 

 Visa  MasterCard 

 Discover  American Express 

Card Number 

Name on Card 

Expiration   Billing Zip Code  

Security Code 

Signature  

September 30, 11 am – 1:45 pm 
Pink Ribbons 
Ritz-Carlton Buckhead 

Celebrating its 21st  year, the Pink Ribbons 
Luncheon & Fashion Show is sponsored by 
Belk and Georgia Plastic Surgery, P.C. and 
features breast cancer survivor models from 

the area. Pink Ribbons was developed by Sheldon Lincenberg, 
M.D., of Georgia Plastic Surgery. Since its inception, the event 
has raised more than $1 million for local organizations dedicat-
ed to the fight against breast cancer. Beneficiaries include the 
Georgia Breast Cancer Coalition Fund and the Metro Atlanta 
Breast Cancer Angel Fund of the Eric R. Beverly Family Founda-
tion. 
 
October 1, 3:30 – 9:30 pm 
Atlanta Braves PINK OUT Game 
Join GBCCF for the Atlanta Braves "Pink Out" 
game! This day-long celebration of survivor-
ship honors those who have courageously battled breast can-
cer, and raises awareness and funds to support research, edu-
cation and advocacy for cancer patients and their families 
throughout Metro Atlanta. Show your support by wearing pink 
and helping us "Pink Out" the ballpark. 

Tuesday-Thursday all month. Enjoy a 6 course meal at  
1 Kept’s Chef Charity Counter, where 100% of the bill 
will benefit GBCCF! Call 404-254-1973 for reservations! 

October 2 at 8 am 
5th Annual Great Gwinnett Road Run  
Mall of Georgia 
Dust of those running shoes and get off the 
couch for a 5K benefiting GBCCF at the Mall 
of Georgia! Trophies to top overall male and 
female winners as well as Masters winners 
for male and female. Medals given to top three in male and 
female 5 year increment age groups from 10 and under to 70 
and up.   
https://www.fundracers.org/EventL.aspx?evtkey=_2f38692097 
 
November 17 
Georgia Gives Day 
GAgivesday.org makes donating easy and ena-
bles online donations to GBCCF by credit card or 
e-check.  
 

 
November 18, 7-10 pm 
Artz, Eatz & Beatz 
Tongue & Groove, Buckhead 
Experience art, food and music like 
you never have before. Join re-

nowned Atlanta photographer Anderson Smith for his 2nd An-
nual event benefiting GBCCF. The unique event was born after 
Mr. Smith lost the love of his life, Oksana, to the devastation of 
breast cancer.  

JOIN GBCCF THIS FALL AS GEORGIA’S VOICE TO END BREAST CANCER 

https://www.fundracers.org/EventL.aspx?evtkey=_2f38692097
https://www.fundracers.org/EventL.aspx?evtkey=_2f38692097

